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INTRODUCTION 
Inspired by the success and positive impact of the Starehe Boys’ Centre, Starehe Girls’ Centre 
was founded in the year 2005 on the principles and ethos of the Starehe Boys’ Centre, preferred 
as “The Starehe Way”. The institution is a charitable National Girls’ High School catering for 
bright and economically disadvantaged girls that equip them with an education and the necessary 
life skills to enable them exploit their full potential and elevate them to compete in all spheres of 
life.  
 
Sitting in Njathaini, a rural setting 18 kilometres North of Nairobi and 5 kilometres off Kiambu 
Road, the centre’s birth was ushered in by the closure of the then  Limuru Girls’ Centre in 2002, 
following 20 years of successful training of young women in Agricultural Extension Services. 
The 55 acres of land on which the Starehe Girls’ Centre stands belonged to Mr. Duncan Gray 
and Mrs. Jane Auld Gray. They leased the land to Limuru Girls’ Centre which was opened in 
May 1982 under the Trusteeship of Dr. M. P. Chandaria and Mr. Eliud N. Njoroge, among 
others. In the year 2003 the Trustees of Limuru Girls’ Centre agreed to have the land leased to 

the Trustees of the would-be Starehe 
Girls’ Centre. Among the Trustees 
were Dr. Manu Chandaria, Mr. Eliud 
Njoroge, Dr. Eddah Gachukia and Dr. 
Geoffrey Griffin (who passed away in 
2005).   

For many years, the dream of starting 
Starehe Girls’ Centre was nursed by 
the late Mr. Geoffrey Griffin, the 
founder of Starehe Boys’ Centre, 
without success. As he focused on 
helping boys, he also sponsored a few 

girls, some of whom were sisters of the boys at Starehe Boys’ Centre, while in schools where 
they were admitted. Meanwhile, many women nursed a similar dream of starting a girls’ school 
similar to Starehe Boys’ Centre. In the year 2003 an opportunity was actualized when some 
Kenyan women, led by the prominent educationist Dr. Eddah Gachukia, organized local 
members into a guest list of 300 founder members (both men and women) whose contributions 
helped to start SGC. 
 
In January 2005, seventy two (72) bright but financially disadvantaged girls from each of 
Kenya’s 47 counties were admitted to the centre.  Starehe Girls’ Centre was launched by First 
Lady Mama Lucy Kibaki on 12th February, 2005.  Running on three small dormitories, four 
classrooms and a few staff houses and offices, the dreams of young girls across Kenya were 
brought to life. Dr. Geoffrey Griffin donated Kshs. 20 million from his personal savings to the 
Centre and thereafter, many local and foreign well-wishers; both individual and institutional 
have contributed to the development of the Centre’s infrastructure and sponsorship of the girls. 
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For the past ten years since the graduation of its inaugurate class, a total of 923 students have sat 
for K.C.S.E examinations. The centre has seen the girls achieve high levels of excellence with 
95% of the girls gaining admission to public and international universities while others have 
joined diploma courses in reputable colleges. Today, the centre has a student population of five 
hundred and fifty eight (558) girls, as more girls gain admission into this highly competitive 
institution from Kenya’s great diversity. As they transform into young professionals, the centre 
is proud to see its alumni albeit young, consolidate efforts to sponsor and mentor students at the 
centre. Guided by the “Starehe Way”, a way of life that stands for exemplary character and self-
driven model individuals, the alumni dream is to ultimately create a self-sustaining Starehe. 
 
13 years on, the centre has seen the girls that came in timid, dejected and devoid of hope, 
transform into confident, visionary and creative young leaders, gaining in on the reigns of 
successful careers all over the world. Our alumni present a diverse presence in entrepreneurship, 
the private and public sectors, the technocratic and innovative world and the international arena.  
 
Today, the centre is partially powered by electricity generated by a 25 kW embedded carport 
solar PV system, 10 solar street lights and 4 solar water heaters as part of a sustainable energy 
project which was spearheaded by our pioneer class alumnus and energy professional, Wilkista 
Akinyi. The project’s aim is to enable the centre significantly cut down on monthly electricity 
costs and channel accrued savings towards the education of more girls. It is funded by a USD 

100,000 Zayed Future Energy Prize 
award won in 2017 by Starehe 
Girls’ Centre under the Global High 
Schools Category – Africa award 
that had participation of over 15,000 
schools across the world. Inspired 
by the prize, the centre’s vision is to 
become a 100% renewable energy 
powered institution and establish 
itself as a centre of excellence for 
sustainability and learning for other 

high schools in Kenya. We are continuing to seek more funds and support in order to expand our 
mini-grid and diversify our energy sources for powering agriculture and cooking.  
 
The centre caters for the accommodation, food, clothing and health-care needs of the girls, 
whilst providing a home for some of the girls who are unable to afford to travel home during 
holidays. We also offer programs that mould the girls into all-rounded individuals in preparation 
for life in the highly competitive world that awaits them upon graduation. Our students are 
highly disciplined and dependable individuals, trained in a high-integrity environment purposed 
on accountability and responsibility. This has been made possible by the good will of our 
sponsors and donors drawing from the community of well-wishers from across the world. 
 
A full student sponsorship costs Kes. 85,000.00/- per year, which can be done either individually 
or together as a group. The school is working to establish an Endowment Fund for the Centre, as 
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part of the mission to achieve a self-sustaining Starehe. Fuelled by the School motto, “Elimu 
Yetu, Nguvu Yetu” (“Our Education, Our Strength”) the centre remains devout, to uphold 
the dream of its founders to not only provide shelter, food, clothing and protection to girls in 
need, but to also restore in them the self-confidence and self-respect so often injured by earlier 
misfortunes in life. 
 

Vision  

The centre has a vision to establish a national centre of academic excellence for bright but 

disadvantaged girls incorporating high standards of discipline, responsibility, integrity and 

service. 

Mission Statement  

To provide a homely, supportive environment within which girls from disadvantaged 

backgrounds can develop their full potential in academic and personal development and to 

redress the imbalance in access to quality education and leadership opportunities for 

disadvantaged adolescent girls. 

LEARNING MEANS PARTNERSHIP WITH STAREHE GIRLS’ CENTRE 

The main objective for this partnership is on provision of quality education to the Kenyan Girl 
Child. Starehe Girls Centre has continued to focus on providing quality education to very bright 
but financially disadvantaged adolescent girls. This has been ensured through the thorough 
scrutiny of the Blue Forms that the interested applicants have to submit. The thorough scrutiny 
ensures that only truly bright and needy girls get admitted as sponsored students. The 
sponsorship office has also continued to ensure that only the best deserving cases are put 
forward for selection process.  

For the last two years, the centre has been able to increase the intake of Form ones, from the 
previous intake of 120 students to the current intake of 160 students, with 120 being fully 
sponsored and 40 being self sponsored, or rather, fee payers. 

LEARNING MEANS SPONSORED STUDENTS  

The LEARNING MEANS sponsorship since 2014 has had an immense impact on the girls here 

at Starehe Girls’ Centre & School. The first six beneficiaries who were under LEARNING 

MEANS sponsorship for four years, 2014 – 2017, completed their secondary education and are 

all currently in the various local universities here in Kenya pursuing their degree courses. 
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STUDENTS SPONSORED BY LEARNING MEANS FOR THE PERIODS OF 2014 - 

2018 

NO FILE NO STUDENT NAME DOB PERIOD 

1 SGC/845/2014 Lavender Awuor Onditi 01-06-2018 4 yrs 

2 SGC/851/2014 Loise Mutethya Mutinda 13-12-1998 4yrs 

3 SGC/863/2014 Mary Wairimu Mbugua 29-11-1998 4yrs 

4 SGC/907/2014 Faith Anzazi Chimako 13-01-1999 4yrs 

5 SGC/926/2014 Clare Chepkirui 12-11-2000 4yrs 

6 SGC/927/2014 Purity Muruya Wambani 16-09-2000 4yrs 

 

 LEARNING MEANS SPONSORED STUDENTS SUCCESS STORIES 

Over the years, Starehe Girls’ Centre students have transitioned from High school to universities 

and most of them are currently employed in the various employment sectors. Today, we talk of 

success stories of our once disadvantaged girls. LEARNING MEANS sponsorship contributed 

greatly to the success stories of our girls. The sponsorship gave these girls the opportunity, and 

the girls seized this opportunity and made themselves into the empowered women they are 

today. Below is the analysis of the university intake for the LEARNING MEANS sponsored 

students 

NO FILE NO STUDENT NAME GRADE COURSE NAME INSTITUTION NAME 
1 SGC/845/2014 Lavender Awuor Onditi B- Bachelor of 

Commerce (B.Com) 
Co-Operative University of 
Kenya 

2 SGC/851/2014 Loise Mutethya 
Mutinda 

B- Bachelor of Education 
(Arts) 

Egerton University 

3 SGC/863/2014 Mary Wairimu Mbugua B+ Bachelor of Business 
Information 
Technology 

Jomo Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and Technology 

4 SGC/907/2014 Faith Anzazi Chimako B+ Bachelor of Science in 
Actuarial Science 

Jomo Kenyatta University of 
Agriculture and Technology 

5 SGC/926/2014 Clare Chepkirui C+ Bachelor of Hotel & 
Hospitality 
Management 

University of Eldoret 

6 SGC/927/2014 Purity Muruya 
Wambani 

B- Bachelor of Science 
(Clothing Textile & 
Interior Design) 

Egerton University 
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Name: Mary Wairimu Mbugua 

Adm. No: SGC/863/2014 

Mary graduated in 2017 and attained a B+ grade. She was 

admitted at the Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and 

Technology. She is currently undertaking a Bachelor of 

Business Technology course. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

NAME: Faith Anzazi Chimako 

Adm. No: SGC/907/2014 

Faith graduated from High School in the year 2017. She is currently 

in the university studying Bachelor of Science in Actuarial Science at 

Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology. 
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Name: Lavender Awuor Onditi 

Adm. No: SGC/845/2014 

Lavender graduated in 2017 and attained a B- 

grade. She was admitted at the Co-Operative 

University of Kenya. She is currently undertaking 

a Bachelor of Commerce (B.Com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: Claire Chepkirui 

Adm. No: SGC/926/2014 

Claire graduated in 2017 and attained a C+ grade. She was 

admitted at the University of Eldoret. She is currently 

undertaking a Bachelor of Hotel & Hospitality Management 

course. 
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Name: Purity Muruya Wambani 

Adm. No: SGC/927/2014 

Purity graduated in 2017 and attained a B- grade. She was admitted 

at the Egerton University. She is currently undertaking a Bachelor 

of Science in (Clothing Textile & Interior Design). 

 

 

 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

LEARNING MEANS has continued to be one of our biggest supporters for the last 4 years when 

it comes to sponsorship of our girls. 

Without the sponsorship, then most of these girls would probably not be where they are today. 

The students who were sponsored by LEARNING MEANS have successfully transitioned from 

High School to Campus where they are currently undertaking their degree courses. 

Though most of the students who qualify to go to campus experience difficulties in raising fees 

for campus, Starehe Girls’ Centre strive to continue to encourage the girls to apply for HELB 

loans to help them with tuition and personal upkeep. 

 

 

 

 


